


OUR DEBT T0 OLD BOHEMIA 


- Y grandtather would have got a big kick 


out of this!’?? Frank Cermak ran a caress- 
ing finger around a transtormer insulator ready 
tor the kiln. ‘‘He was a skilled pottery maker 
in Bohemia turned out beautitul urns and 
vases. but he never tackled a job like this. It’s 


about the biggest we've done.”’ 


Krank Cermak, head of the G-E_ Porcelain 


Department, isn’t afraid of big jobs. His people 
have been skilled porcelain craftsmen for gen- 
erations. His tather, back in 1891, organized 
that Krank now 


the department manages. 


GENERAL 


Frank’s son, too, is following the tamil 


tradition. 

So, in General Electric ancient skills are passed 
on trom father to son. And they play an inm- 
portant part in achieving the high quality of 
equipment so essential to dependable electric 
service. Men like Frank Cermak, in effect, are 
co-operating with every electric-service company, 
doing their bit to push the cost of electric 


C 


power ever downward. 


‘That’s the important contribution of the elec- 


trical industry toward that basic Americal 


objective of more goods for more people at less co: 
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Sees Situation Favoring 


Electrical World 


Sale of Utility Equities 


Kellogg tells Empire State Gas and Electric Association that financial 


soundness of industry makes an attractive basis for future 


The inability of the utilities, which 
has often been noted in recent years, 
to raise money by the sale of equities 
has been due to the fear caused by 
government attacks and_ subsidized 
competition and not due to the deter- 
ioration of the equity ratios in utility 
financial set-ups, Charles W. Kellogg, 
president of the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute, told the Empire State Gas and 
Electric Association at the annual con- 
vention last week. 

Speaking at the Westchester Country 
Club, Rye, N. Y., Mr. Kellogg cited 
statistics to show that since 1927 the 
aggregate of bonds, stocks and net re- 
serves and surplus has increased from 
$11,990,000,000 to $16,113,000,000 in 
1937 and that during this period the 
ratio of funded debt has decreased. 
He said that this made for financial 
soundness and to make an attractive 
basis for future equity financing. 


Sees Better Days Ahead 


President Edward P. Prezzano, presi- 
dent of Westchester Lighting Co., who 
was re-elected for a second term with 
other officers, opened the convention 
with assurances that better days are 
ahead for the utilities. He said that co- 
operative efforts by the utilities and 
government agencies has done much to 
simplify problems of the industry. 

Judge Gay H. Brown, counsel of the 
New York State Public Service Com- 
mission, speaking in the absence of 


Chairman Milo R. Maltbie, who was 
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financing — Judge Brown against government ownership 


H. 


ill, declared that if the utilities would 
accept straight line depreciation it 
would make less work for the commis- 
sion. Pointing out that the welfare of 
the people demands utility regulation, 
Judge Brown said: 

“If regulation of public utilities re- 
sults in failure, there follows, as night 
the day, that there is but one alterna- 
tive, namely, governmental ownership 
and operation.” 

He expressed the thought that “it 
will be a sorry day for democratic in- 
stitutions if the time ever comes when 
it is felt necessary for the government 
to take over and operate the business 
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Judge Gay H. Brown and E. F. Barrett, 
Long Island Lighting Co. 


now carried on by those public service 
corporations.” 

Judge Brown said that there still 
exist some utility executives with the 
philosophy “the public be damned” 
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CONVENTION—At the Empire State Gas and Electric Association last week were seen, 1. to r.—David Johnson, Consolidated Edison: 


Edward J. Cheney, Edward P. Prezzano, Westchester Lighting: Alfred H. Schoellkopf, Niagara Hudson Power, and Walter J. Consler, 
E. C. Scobell and Robert Ginna of Rochester Gas & Electric 


and some service company abuses. “It 
is these abuses and practices which 
give ammunition necessary for the suc- 
cess of the demagogue and the unscru- 
pulous politician,” he declared. He 
made a plea for the utilities to co- 
operate to make regulation effective. 

Conrad Lauer, president of Philadel- 
phia Gas Works, brought a message 
from the American Gas Association 
and pointed to the importance of the 
state association in stimulating con- 
structive discussions on utility opera- 
tions. 

Hall M. Henry, assistant to the pres- 
ident of the New England Gas & Elec- 
tric Association, pointed out what his 
group of companies is doing to effect 
operating economies to offset rising 
costs and to bolster operating income. 
Greater sales efforts are being used to 
increase operating revenue by build- 
ing up a large sales force. Gas rates 
have been made more attractive. 


Scrap Slogan 


Davis M. DeBard, vice-president of 
Stone & Webster Service Corp., would 
scrap the slogan “load building” be- 
cause it does not convey the true ob- 
jective sought. He said that utilities 
should recognize the opportunities in 
selective sales, rather than going out 
blindly on load building. He advised 
a better job of selling the value of 
service. 

Citing the program of renting appli- 
ances to customers, Mr. DeBard said 
that wider use of this means must be 
adopted if customer use of service is 
to be increased. He advocated need of 
lower cost financing—long terms and 
lower rates. 

Herbert C. Davidson, vice-president 
of Consolidated Edison of New York, 
reported substantial progress in meet- 
ing accounting problems and co-opera- 
tion in working out the new system of 
accounts. He pointed to the many diffi- 
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culties in property records and plant 
retirement procedure. It was felt that 
informal discussions with commissions 
would clear many differences on ac- 
counting procedure. He said that there 
still existed a wide difference in views 
concerning the methods of deprecia- 
tion. 


Re-elect Officers 


Officers of the association re-elected 
included Mr. Prezzano, president; Irv- 
ing K. Peck, president of Binghamton 
Gas Works, vice-president; Herbert C 
Davidson, vice-president of Consolli- 
dated Edison, treasurer, and George H. 
Smith, secretary. The managing com- 
mittee includes Mr. Prezzano, Mr. Peck, 
Ernest R. Acker, president of Central 
Hudson Gas & Electric Corp.; Joseph 
P. Haftenkamp, vice-president of 
Rochester Gas & Electric, and Charles 
A. Tattersall, secretary of Niagara 
Hudson Power Corp. 

Delegates to the convention were the 
guests of Consolidated Edison for din- 
ner and a trip to the New York World’s 
Fair. 


Virginia Utility Plans 
New 15,000 kw. Plant 


Virginia Public Service Co. plans 
installation of a new $2,000,000 steam 
generating station of 15,000-Kw. capa- 
city on a site adjoining the present 
Alexandria generating plant. 

The new plant will provide addi- 
tional power facilities for Northern 
Virginia as part of a comprehensive 
plan to increase power facilities 
throughout the territory. 

The plant is subject to approval of 
the State Corporation Commission, the 
SEC and the Alexandria City Council. 
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Makes Special Study 
on System Capacity 


Plans of the Northern States Power 
Co. for reinforcing its interconnected 
system capacity are being rapidly ex- 
ecuted. Construction of a new 10,000- 
kw. steam station at La Crosse, Wis., 
has been started this year and present 
indications are that it will be in opera- 
tion in the summer of 1940. This sta- 
tion, which will operate on steam at 
450 lb. pressure, 750 deg. temperature, 
is the major project in the company’s 
1939 construction program. 

Special system studies pertaining to 
capacity, present and future, are being 
carried on by the officials and engineers 
of the company with the thought of be- 
ing able to meet such emergencies as 
these uncertain times may present. 

At the company’s plant at Fargo, 
N. D., within the past twelve months an 
additional 5,000-kw. unit was added. 
This new unit and its associated boilers 
operate at 450 lb. pressure, 750 deg. 
and bring the capacity of the Fargo 
plant to 15,000 kw. At the time the unit 
was added the building was expanded 
to provide additional coal storage ca- 
pacity and space for one further turbine 
and one further boiler when they are 
needed. Besides the new turbine, the 
station contains two 3,000-kw. and two 
2,000-kw. machines operating at 200 lb. 
pressure. 

In addition to the capacity additions 
enumerated, this year has seen the ad- 
dition of 200 miles of rural lines. 


Seek TVA Offices 


An action has been instituted in 
Federal District Court to remove the 
general offices and staff of the TVA 
from Knoxville and Chattanooga, 
Tenn., to Muscle Shoals, Ala. 
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Cleveland to Construct 


60,000-kw. Steam Plant 


New station of Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. to cost approxi- 
mately $6,300,000 — Added capacity will give system 
587,500 kw.— Work will start immediately 


Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. 
will begin immediately the construc- 
tion of a new power plant on its prop- 
erty at East 70th street and the Lake 
Front Road, according to Eben G. 
Crawford, president. 

The new plant will house a 60,000-kw. 
turbo-generator, which will increase 
the company’s total generating capacity 
to 587,500 kw. The plant is scheduled 
to be completed and to go into opera- 
tion early in 1941. The total cost of 
the plant is estimated at $6,300,000. 


On Old Landmark 


Mr. Crawford stated that the new 
plant will stand just west of the com- 
pany’s Lake Shore power plant, which 
is a Cleveland landmark. It will oc- 
cupy the site of the original Lake 
Shore plant, built in 1911 and razed 
20 years later. 

The plant, having a ground area of 
about 50,000 sq.ft., will house two pul- 
verized fuel boilers, the 60,000-kw. 
turbo-generator and accessory equip- 
ment. When required, the plant will be 
extended eastward by construction of 
additional units of 60,000 kw. each, 
giving it an ultimate capacity of 
240.000 kw. 

Mr. Crawford said that the plant 
will incorporate numerous modern re- 
finements in design, particularly in the 
direction of the simplification of equip- 
ment made possible by larger boilers 
and generators. While the company’s 
present generators are operated with 
steam at 375 lb. pressure and 700 deg. 
temperature, Mr. Crawford said that 
the new generator will be driven by 
steam at 850 lb. pressure and 900 deg. 
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temperature. Either boiler will use 
650,000 Ib. of water per hour. Highly 
efficient electric precipitators will be 
installed to reduce smoke to a mini- 
mum. 

Between the plant and the lake there 
will be built a new screen house. 

Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. 
is serving 331,000 customers in Cuya- 
hoga. Lake, Geauga, Ashtabula and 
Lorain counties. 


Power Block to Seek 
More Funds for REA 


Additional funds for the REA prob- 
ably will be sought during the regular 
session of Congress starting in January. 
Although details concerning the drive 
are lacking, members of the public 
power bloc generally agree that REA 
needs more money. The sum most fre- 
quently mentioned is $100,000,000, al- 
though REA believes a lesser amount 
would be more satisfactory, since the 
organization is not geared to handle 
the larger sum. 

So far in the current fiscal year, 
which started on July 1, the REA has 
allocated all but $5,000,000 of its $40,- 
000,000 authorization for the year. It is 
stated that the remaining $5,000,000 
must be kept free from commitment so 
that it can be retained as a “cushion” 
for use in case an unexpected need de- 
velops. 

To date, the REA has loaned ap- 
proximately $260,000,000. In the fourth 
year of its existence, it has loaned at a 
faster rate than contemplated in its 





1939 





basic law, which authorized $50,000,000 
the first year and $40,000,0000 each 
additional year. An additional $100,- 
000,000 appropriated for the last fiscal 
year, which ended June 30, explains the 
fact that REA is ahead of schedule. 

President Roosevelt’s spend-lend bill 
carried a $400,000,000 appropriation 
for REA over a 7-year period, but this 
sum was lost when the bill met defeat 
in the House shortly before adjourn- 
ment last August. 


Trouble Dispatching 
by Radio a Success 


Trouble dispatching by radio is be- 
ing successfully practiced by the Phila- 
delphia Electric Co. in following up 
customer complaints, restoring service, 
locating faults and maintaining street 
lights, as an emergency service to its 
customers, Howard L. Davis, Jr., told 
the two-day conference of the trans- 
mission and distribution committee and 
the foreign systems co-ordination com- 
mittee of the Pennsylvania Electric As- 
sociation held last week in Baltimore. 

In discussing the system Mr. Davis 
said that the dispatching is done over 
an ultra short wave radio system, 
WQLP, which the company placed in 
service in January, 1939. The system 
is the first to be operated by an east- 
ern utility and during the seven months 
of operation 84 per cent of the emer- 
gency calls were received and executed 
satisfactorily. 

About forty members of the com- 
mittees attended the conferences. A 
demonstration of the customer service 
board system of Consolidated Gas, 
Electric Light & Power Co. of Balti- 
more and one of insulator noises by 
Locke Insulator Corp. were highlights. 
W. H. Jones, chairman of the trans- 
mission and distribution committee, 
and J. J. Allen, chairman of the foreign 
systems co-ordination committee, pre- 
sided at the two-day session. 


COMMITTEES MEET—Members of the transmission and distribution committee (left) and of the foreign systems co-ordination com- 
mittee (right) of the Pennsylvania Electric Association at the two-day session in Baltimore last week 
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New TVA Dams to Add 
System Power Capacity 


Six weeks after acquisition of Tennessee Electric Power the peak 
load on government power agency system rose to 609,000 kw.— 
Two units at Guntersville scheduled for service in 1940 


Within six weeks after acquisition of 
The Tennessee Electric Power Co. the 
peak load on the Tennessee Valley 
Authority system had become 609,000 
kw. To meet this demand there were 
446,000 kw. of installed hydro capacity 
at Norris, Guntersville, Wheeler, Wil- 
son and Pickwick Dams, along with 
140,000 kw. of installed hydro capacity 
acquired from the Tennessee Electric 
Power Co. and 205,000 kw. of steam 
power available at Nashville, Memphis, 
Hales Bar, Parksville and Muscle 
Shoals. 


Norris Dam System 


The steam plants at Nashville and 
Memphis have been operated primarily 
to compensate for inadequate ties to the 
hydro system. Hales Bar plant is also 
operating and its output is going prin- 
cipally to the Aluminum Company of 
America and _ interconnected power 
companies at steam generation rates. 
The Aluminum Company’s take has re- 
cently been heavy, partly because of a 
poor water season for its hydro plants 
and partly because of accelerated pro- 
duction. In case of emergency need for 
the steam plant outputs the delivery to 
the Aluminum Company 
treated as secondary power. 


would be 


GUNTERSVILLE DAM—Two additional units of 24,300 kw. each are scheduled for 
service prior to January, 1940. The view shows the dam and navigation lock looking 


Meanwhile, the water at Norris Dam 
had never risen to the crest, largely be- 
cause the generators were operated dur- 
ing the filling period to insure power 
supply to Knoxville due to inadequate 
transmission facilities. Also, a consid- 
erable drawoff was made in the spring 
to provide flood storage; this drawoff 
had to be wasted. On October 5 the 
level at Norris was approximately 20 ft. 
below the crest of 1,020 ft. By Decem- 
ber 15 this will be reduced to 960 ft., 
and the system is to be regulated to 
utilize the released water at all down- 
stream plants. In 70 days this draw- 
down would turn some 86,000,000 
kw.-hr. into the system at Norris and 
another 150,000,000 at plants below 
(ignoring any further accumulation at 
Norris). 

Under these conditions the bulk of 
flow over the system is now toward the 
east rather than westward, a ruling 
condition for which the system pattern 
was conceived and which will exist 
when plants now under construction 
come into operation. As a consequence, 
the phase angles created prevent the 
desired flow at certain points. Power 
flow studies and system studies on the 
a.c. calculating board have shown the 


necessity of additional 154-kv. lines 


from the visitors’ gallery at the gigantic TVA power project 
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from Wilson to Pickwick, from Wheeler 
to Columbia and from Pickwick to 
Memphis. These are under construc- 
tion. Other projected 154-kv. lines will 
run from Wheeler to Wilson Dam and 
from Hiwassee to Chattanooga. 

Two additional units at Guntersville 
Dam of 24,300 kw. each are scheduled 
to be in service prior to January, 1940. 
However, basing the conclusions on an 
average year of flow conditions similar 
to 1927, it appears that TVA may be 
short by some 60,000 kw. in January, 
1940, of meeting expected peak solely 
with hydro. This condition will be 
greatly improved during 1940 by the 
addition of scheduled new hydro plant 
installations at Chickamauga and Hi- 
wassee Dams of 81,000 kw. and 57,600 
kw. respectively. Two additional units 
of 32,400 kw. are authorized for 
Wheeler Dam in 1941, so that by 
January, 1942, for average year flow 
conditions there should be a surplus of 
hydro capacity obviating the necessity 
of steam generation. 

Quite naturally, the private utilities 
had deferred adding capacity until the 
issue of sale was settled. The sudden 
spurt in loads has accentuated the 
deficiencies, but with the new steam 
plants announced for Mobile and 
Macon, in conjunction with the hydro 
scheduled for TVA, there is no reason 
to believe the area will be short of gen- 
erating capacity during the next two or 
three years. 


Dr. Morgan Takes Fight 
Against TVA to Court 


Dr. Arthur E. Morgan, deposed 
chairman of the Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority, took his fight against the TVA 
and David E. Lilienthal and Harcourt 
A. Morgan, board members, to the 
Sixth United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals in appealing a decision of 
United States District Court Judge 
George C. Taylor of Knoxville. Judge 
Taylor had dismissed Dr. Morgan's 
action on the grounds that he had 
failed to prove his claim. 

Dr. Morgan was removed as TVA 
chairman April 1, 1938, by President 
Roosevelt, who charged the former 
Ohio educator was “guilty of contu- 
macy.” 


Plan Vote on PUD 


Sponsors of the Portland, Ore., PUD, 
called the “Bonneville-for-Portland 
Committee,” expect to have the pro 
posal ready for voters at the primary 
election in May, 1940. Hearings have 
been conducted by the state Hydro- 
Electric Commission. 
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P.C.E.A. MEETING—Seen at the conclaves were, |. to r.—W. C. Mullendore, Southern California Edison; George Bigelow, Nevada- 
California Electric; Charles Grunsky, Coast Counties Gas & Electric: E. A. Long, Pacific Gas & Electric; M. W. Phillips, Southern 
California Edison; N. B. Hinson, chief engineer of Southern California Edison 


California Group Makes 
Plans for a Busy Year 


Northern and southern conclaves of Pacific Coast Electrical Associa- 
tion draw record attendance — Mullendore makes plea for partici- 
pation in governmental affairs — Technical problems discussed 


Packed with vital discussions of cur- 
rent engineering, sales and administra- 
tive problems, California electrical men 
joined in record numbers at the north- 
ern and southern conclaves of the Pa- 
cific Coast Electrical Association to 
plan future progress of the industry 
and saw a busy year ahead. 

W. C. Mullendore, executive vice- 
president of Southern California Edi- 
son, made a plea for greater individual 
interest and participation in govern- 
mental affairs in discussing the “Be- 
wildered American.” 

The highlights of the engineering 
discussions included predictions of fu- 
ture load characteristics and a heated 
argument on the effectiveness of com- 
plete automatic control of large sub- 
stations equipped with synchronous 
condensers. Divergent practice was re- 
ported, although there was agreement 
on the desirability of automatic start- 
ing for large hydro units. F. G. Philo, 
Southern California Edison Co., de- 
scribed an empirical method for pre- 
dicting the performance of large steam 
turbo-generator units on high-speed 
load pickup and recited results of tests 
at the Long Beach steam plant where 
loads of the order of 85,000 kw. were 
picked up in 14% minutes on the 100,- 
000-kw. machines. Discussions of me- 
tering problems included a summary 
of 900,000 meter tests which showed 
that five-year testing revealed 92 per 
cent of the meters were within the pre- 
scribed accuracy limits. 

Meter men at the northern conclave 
concluded that the length of the period 


ELECTRICAL WORLD +¢ October 28. 


had small effect on the accuracy of 
small single-phase meters. They pro- 
posed to study the education and train- 
ing of meter men. 

Discussion centered on the possibility 
of unit-type substations being subject 
to the same variation which leads to 
the possibility of millions of different 
arrangements of component parts, and 
which has prevented low, mass-produc- 
tion prices from applying to other dis- 
tribution equipment. 

Estimates were made that 30 per 
cent of the wired consumers in the 
territory were still using ice or nothing. 
Half of these were seen as bad credit 
risks, but the others constitute 300,000 
prospects. 

Customer reaction of 300 housewives 
toward electrical appliances as com- 
piled by Sunset magazine in construct- 


ing a new home was reported to the 
annual southern fall conclave. Shirley 
Douglass of the magazine’s editorial 
staff told how these women, selected 
as advisers in building a new home, 
voted on appliance preferences. Thirty- 
six per cent wanted electric cookery, 
55 per cent gas and 9 per cent did not 
vote. On refrigeration, 83 per cent se- 
lected electric, 8 per cent gas, 4 per 
cent ice and 5 per cent gave no pref- 
erence. On water heating, 15 per cent 
chose electric, 80 per cent gas and 5 
per cent failed to vote. Only 5 per cent 
knew of the electric garbage disposal 
unit and only 9 per cent voted for the 
electric dishwasher as a “must have” 
appliance. 

In the commercial field home light- 
ing, wiring and. major appliances 
shared major attention. N. B. Hinson, 
Southern California Edison chief en- 
gineer, discussed the eight-point E.E.l1. 
wiring program, showing where pro- 
posed changes would open new mar- 
kets for wiring and appliances. Among 
the recommendations from various 
groups was one that study be devoted 
to a possible portable service entrance 
and range wiring hookup that would 
permit electric range demonstrations 
and trials in customer’s homes. 





CONCLAVE—L. to r.—R. C. McFadden, Southern California Edison; J. P. McElroy, San 
Joaquin Power Division, P. G. & E.: Allan Jones, General Electric, operating-economics 
section chairman, and H. A. Lott, Southern California Edison 
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Illinois Public Plant 
to Install New Unit 


The third unit of the recently en- 
larged municipal power plant at 
Springfield, Ill., has been scheduled 
for installation; all the contracts have 
been awarded and it is expected that 
the total cost will approximate $590,- 
000. The 15,000-kw. combination im- 
pulse and reaction turbo-generator be- 
ing built by Allis-Chalmers Manufac- 
turing Co. will be hydrogen cooled and 
will operate at 2,600 r.p.m. with 400 
lb. steam pressure, 700 deg. tempera- 
ture. The contract price is $334,000. 

The 15,200-sq.ft. Allis-Chalmers con- 
denser will cost $55,552, the 18,750- 
kva. Moloney transformer $23,300 and 
the Westinghouse switchgear $38,340. 

Total capacity of the city’s Lakeside 
power plant will be 40,000 kw. when 
the new unit is placed in operation 
around January 1, 1941. The old River- 
side station, with a capacity of 16,000 
kw., will be held in reserve. 


Cape Code Electrical 
System Augmented 


Electrical energy supply to the Cape 
Cod area of Massachusetts has been 
augmented this summer by the New 
England Gas & Electric Association’s 
construction of a 114-kv. transmission 
line from the New Bedford district to 
Tremont, Buzzards Bay and Hyannis, 
a run of 41 miles. For many years the 
New Bedford Edison steam plant has 
generated the electric service consumed 
on the Cape between the Cape Cod 
Canal and Wellfleet, the transmission 
being at 23 kv. from New Bedford to 
Hyannis and Orleans, from which con- 
nections were made northward to the 
Lower Cape. The new line provides 
additional capacity and an advanced 
type of construction for a rapidly de- 
veloping area with a large summer 
population and considerable year-round 
total of inhabitants. 

From the tidewater steam plant at 
New Bedford submarine cable connec- 
tion at 14 ky. is made to a 12,000-kva. 
step-up substation at Acushnet, where 
the new high line starts. This is of 
wooden H-frame construction, with 
three No. 4-0 ACSR power conductors, 
two 3%-in. copperweld static wires and 
a %%-in. Bethanized steel continuous 
counterpoise. Red cedar poles normally 
50 ft. high with conductors spaced 12 
ft. apart on centers and 9 ft. below the 
static wires are used and the average 
span is 570 ft. 

A 12,000-kva. substation has been 
built at Tremont, from which 23-kv. 
transmission and 2,300-volt loca] serv- 
ice is being supplied, with connections 
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to the Plymouth County Electric Com- 
pany system and the general Buzzards 
Bay territory served by the Cape & 
Vineyard Electric Co. A 114-kv. cross- 
ing has been built over the Cape Cod 
Canal, with steel terminal towers 1,721 
ft. apart and 123 ft. high on either 
bank, the clearance above mean tide- 
water being 168 ft. The counterpoise 
is not continuous across the canal, but 
on each shore several grounding pipes 
have been driven below the riprap close 
to the salt water. Another 12,000-kva. 
substation at Hyannis has been built 
to serve the central section of the Cape. 


Board Defers Three 
Alabama Hearings 


The Federal Power Commission has 
announced that three public hearings 
involving the actual legitimate original 
cost of three licensed projects of Ala- 
bama Power Co. have been postponed 
three weeks from the dates originally 
set by the commission. 

The postponements were made pur- 
suant to a petition filed by Alabama 
Power Co. on October 6 asking for a 
continuation on each hearing for a 
period of at least 90 days. A request 
by the company to reset the hearings 
in Birmingham was rejected by the 
commission. 

The first of these hearings, which 
was originally set for November 6. 
concerning Mitchell Dam, has been 
reset for November 27. Another hear- 
ing, originally scheduled for Novem- 
ber 9, on matters involved in the de- 
termination of the actual legitimate 
original cost of the initial Martin Dam 
project, has been continued until No- 
vember 30, while the hearing set for 
November 20, on matters now in issue 
involved in the determination of the 
actual legitimate original cost of the 
initial Jordan Dam project, has been 
continued until December 8. 


Denies Property Sale 


Reports that Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric was negotiating for the sale of 
Staten Island Edison to Consolidated 
Edison were denied by Associated 
officials, There were reports that New 
York properties would be sold to Ni- 
agara Hudson Power. 


Start Network Job 


A $200,000 underground automatic 
network job in West Market street, 
from Twelfth to Orange streets, has 
been started by New Jersey’s Public 
Service Electric & Gas Co. 


Bonneville to Push 
Extension of Lines 


Following the appointment of Ben W. 
Creim, formerly with REA, as prin- 
cipal engineer in charge of the project 
construction section of the engineering 
division of the Bonneville project, the 
Tennessee Valley Authority announced 
that John I. Snyder, director, and E. J. 
Cowling, assistant director of the TVA’s 
land acquisition department, have left 
Chattanooga to assist in the acquisition 
of real estate and rights-of-way, partic- 
ularly for transmission lines, in the 
Bonneville area. 

Interior Department officials insist 
that the loan was for the purpose of 
pushing the extension of transmission 
lines, rather than  extricating the 
Bonneville Authority from land prob- 
lems. The authority has $28,000,000 
available to construct transmission 
lines and substations during the cur- 
rent fiscal year, it was said. 


Most TEPCO Workers 
Remain In Old Jobs 


Of the 2,784 employees of the Ten- 
nessee Electric Power Co., which was 
purchased by the TVA and associated 
municipalities and co-operatives on 
August 15, only 178 were without jobs 
on August 30, according to report of 
the TVA. 

The Authority stated that 905 of the 
former utility employees had been 
hired by municipalities and co-opera- 
tives to operate their distribution sys- 
tems, 635 had been employed by the 
TVA, 895 had been retained by the 
Tennessee Utilities Co., successor to 
TEPCO, and 171 had obtained em- 
ployment elsewhere. 

Of the 635 employed by TVA, 416 
were employees attached to operating 
properties, such as dams, steam plants, 
and substations, with no change in 
classification or rates of pay. The 
monthly pay roll of the group of 416 
employees totals about $45,900. It is 
estimated that with the application of 
TVA wage schedules the pay roll will 
be increased to about $58,900. Their 
employment and rates of pay are sub- 
ject to adjustment as of January 1, 
1940, “after careful review of qualifica- 
tion and classification.” 

Most of the 895 retained by the util- 
ity are engaged in operation of the 
transportation systems in Nashville and 
Chattanooga, sale of which to the cities 
is now being discussed. Of the 178 un- 
employed as of August 30, 84 are in 
Chattanooga and 18 in Nashville and 
the rest scattered throughout the 
sytem. 
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Duke Power Starts Work 
on New 80,000-kw. Plant 


Steam-electric plant on Yadkin River will be increased to 150,000 


kw. capacity when new unit is installed — When present con- 
struction program is completed system will have 1,000,000 kw. 


There is little likelihood of any 
power shortage developing in North 
Carolina, judging from the program 
instituted by the Duke Power Co. in 
adding to generating facilities. 

Ten months ago the company began 
construction of an 80,000-kw. steam- 
electric plant at Cliffside. Now the 
company is beginning construction of 
an 80,000-kw. addition to its Buck 
steam plant on the Yadkin River near 
Salisbury. 


Plant of 150,000 kw. 


C. I. Burkholder, vice-president and 
chief engineer, said that the present 
Buck plant is of 70,000 kw. capacity, 
having two generating units of 35,000 
kw. each, so that the plant with addi- 
tion will have a capacity cf 150,000 kw. 

The new plant, already under way, 
and the new addition, scheduled for 
completion June 1, 1941, will give the 
Duke system an increase of 160,000 kw. 
in generating capacity and will rep- 
resent an increase in investment of 
more than $12,000,000. 

Duke Power, slightly more than a 


OSWEGO PLANT—Rapid progress is being made in the construction of the new 


year ago, put into commission a 55,000- 
kw. additional unit at its Riverbend 
steam plant near Charlotte, giving that 
plant a total capacity of 165,000 kw. 
When the present building program is 
completed Duke will have a generat- 
ing capacity of 395,000 kw. in its mod- 
ern steam station, in addition to the 
number of small standby plants at 
Mt. Holly, Greensboro and Eno, N.C., 
and at Duncan and Greenville, S.C. 
Duke has approximately 500,000 kw. 
of hydro capacity. Total generating 
capacity of the system approximates 
1,000,000 kw. 

The company’s construction program 
is evidence of the rapid industrial de- 
velopment of the Piedmont Carolinas 
area. Duke officials have played an im- 
portant part in inducing new indus- 
tries and they have kept pace with 
power demands. 

More than 7,000,000 of the South’s 
cotton spindles are today being driven 
from lines of Duke Power. This is 


substantially more than one-half of the 
spindles in the two Carolinas, more 
than one-third of the spindles in the 





























































































































80,000-kw. steam-generating plant of Central New York Power Corp. on Lake Ontario. 
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The $9,500,000 plant is scheduled for operation next spring 





1939 





South and more than 25 per cent of 
the active cotton spindles in America 
today. 


Yakima Case Heard 
by Supreme Court 


The appeal for the dismissal of an 
action to prevent the city of Yakima, 
Wash., from entering into a ten-year 
contract with the Pacific Power & Light 
Co. was heard recently by the State 
Supreme Court at Olympia. Plaintiffs 
total eleven corporations and three tax- 
payers residing in Yakima. Defendants 
are the city and the power company. 
The lower court sustained the defend- 
ants’ demurrers and dismissed the 
action. 

Appellants’ brief said the power 
company’s franchise with the city had 
expired and renewal of the franchise 
was defeated in an election, but that 
the city commissioners in June, 1938, 
executed a ten-year contract with the 
company without a vote of the people. 
This action, the brief states, is to pre- 
vent the city from availing itself of 
cheap power through development of 
the Bonneville project and the public 
utility district. The principal question 
raised is whether the new contract con- 
stitutes a franchise within the meaning 
of the city charter. 


Nebraska Public District 
Takes Over Utility System 


Management of the Columbus, Neb., 
division of Northwestern Public Service 
Co. under a lease-purchase contract has 
been taken over by the Consumers Pub- 
lic Power District. This represents the 
first acquisition of a private utility by 
a Nebraska public district. 

The Consumers District will make 
installment payments over a 20-year 
period on the $1,259,000 purchase price 
to Middle West Corp., which formerly 
controlled the company. The district 
has the option of selling its own bonds 
and paying the full balance of the pur- 
chase price at any time. 


Confirms Board Appointees 


The Wisconsin Senate has confirmed 
Gov. Julius P. Heil’s appointment of 
W. F. Whitney, Madison, and Assem- 
blyman Reuben W. Peterson, Berlin, to 
the state Public Service Commission. 
Mr. Whitney, who was named to fill the 
unexpired term of R. Floyd Green, La 
Crosse, will serve until March, 1941. 
Mr. Peterson succeeds Chairman Fred 
S. Hunt, Milwaukee, and will serve 
unti! March, 1945. 
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Southeastern Sales 
Group to Convene 


Program for the meeting of the sales 
section of the Southeastern Electric 
Exchange, to be held at the Henry 
Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Ga., November 
2-4, has been completed. 

At the merchandising committee 
meeting on Thursday, November 2, 
J. S. Sutherland, Alabama Power Co., 
will talk on “Stepping Up Dealer 
Sales” and E: C. Hammond, Georgia 
Power Co., on “Reaching the Low-Use 
Customer.” The Modern Kitchen Bu- 
reau’s activities will be discussed by 
B. F. Weadock, Jr., 
tive of the bureau. 

“Home Lighting—Successful Activi- 
ties and Future Opportunities” will be 
the subject of a talk by Howard Phil- 
lips, Tennessee Eastern Electric Co., 
before the lighting committee, also 
meeting on Thursday. Henry J. Mor- 
ton, Detroit Edison Co., will discuss 
“New Wiring Materials and Methods” 
and J. F. Whitehead, Georgia Power 
Co., “Proposed Code Changes Affect- 
ing Commercial Lighting.” “Fluores- 
cent Lamps and Other New Light 
Sources” will be the subject of a talk 
by H. M. Horton, General Electric Co. 
The rural electrification committee will 
hold its session on Thursday, with E. 
C. Easter, chairman, presiding. 

P. D. Lawrence, Virginia Electric & 
Power Co., J. B. Taylor, Appalachian 
Electric Power Co., W. C. Pierce, East- 
ern Shore Public Service Co., and T. 
L. Bissell, Alabama Power Co., will 
make addresses at the sessions of the 
industrial power committee. 

At the executive sales conference, to 
be held on Friday and Saturday, S. P. 
Vecker, Carolina Power & Light Co., 
will talk on “The Dealer Sales De- 
velopment Program” and R. H. Fite, 
Jr., Ebasco Services, Inc., on “Mar- 
ket Research and Analyses.” Others 
on the program include C. E. Ide, 
president of the exchange and _ vice- 
president and general manager East 
Tennessee Light & Power Co.; W. F. 
Ogden, Edison General Electric Ap- 
pliance Co.; E. M. Clapp, Georgia 
Power Co., and W. A. Moore, Missis- 
sippi Power & Light Co. 


field representa- 


Service Booklet Issued 


“Information Please” is the title of 
an interesting eight-page booklet is- 
sued by the British Columbia Electric 
Railway Co. A subheading immedi- 
ately under the words “information 
please” adds an explanatory clause 
reading “About B.C. Electric Services.” 
The front of the paper is occupied by 
a drawing of a girl answering a tele- 
phone, while hand-written questions 
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placed at an angle all around her head 
suggest points on which information is 
being sought by the callers. Inside 
pages are occupied by a series of 
questions and answers on the various 
points covered by the queries repro- 
duced on the front page. The book is 
profusely illustrated. 


Defer Grays Harbor Case 


Hearing on appeals in Grays Har- 
bor’s public power case by the state 
Supreme Court, originally scheduled 
for October 20, has been postponed 
until November 20. The appeals are 
from a Grays Harbor Superior Court 
verdict outlawing the proposed pur- 
chase of the Grays Harbor Railway & 
Light Co. by the Public Utility District 
for $2,842,000 and issuance of $3,350,- 
000 in bonds to finance the deal. The 
court will sit en banc for the November 
20 hearing. 


Merger Hearing Set 


Hearing has been set by the Federal 
Power Commission on the application 
of Pennsylvania Water & Power Co. 
and two wholly owned subsidiaries, 
Susquehanna Transmission Co. of 
Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania Trans- 
mission Co., for commission authori- 
zation to merge all of their electric 
facilities. The hearing will be held on 
October 30 in Washington, D. C. 


MEETINGS 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Fall conference, 
sales section, Henry Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Ga 
November 2-4. J. W. Talley, executive secre- 
tary, 308 Haas-Howell Bldg., Atlanta. 


National Research Council—Conference on Elec- 
trical Insulation, Harvard University, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., November 2-4. 


Great Lakes Power Club—Fall meeting, Palmer 
House, Chicago, Ill., Nov. 3, William V. Wood- 
ward, Secretary, Northern Indiana Public Serv- 
ice Co., Hammond, Ind. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association—Electric section, 
commercial and technical divisions, Schroeder 
Hotel, Milwaukee, Wis., November 6-7. A. F 
Herwig, executive secretary, Room 502, Brum- 
der Bidg., 135 West Wells St., Milwaukee. 


Edison Electric Institute—Annual national account- 
ing conference, Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chi- 
cago, Ill., November 13-15. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—An- 
nual anes Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Phila- 
delphia, December 4-8. C. E. Davies, na- 
ae eee 29 West 39th St., New York, 
N. 


saaaie Electric Power Club—Eleventh annual 
conference, Texas State Hotel, Houston, Tex., 
December 14-15. H. E. Roberts, secretary and 
treasurer, Box 792, Joplin, Mo. 


American Institute of Electrical ee 
ter convention, New York, N. Y., January 22-26. 
H. H. Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 

American Society of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers—Annual meeting and_ International 
Heating and Ventilating Exposition, Lakeside 
Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, Sauer’ 22-26. Charles 
F. Roth, president International Exposition Co., 
Grand Central Palace, New York. 
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P.E.A. Groups Plan 
Important Meetings 


The systems operation committee of 
the Pennsylvania Electric Association 
has completed tentative plans for the 
meeting November 9-10 to be held in 
Pittsburgh. 

The government Weather Bureau 
joins with the systems operation com- 
mittee and the hydraulic committee 
in discussing weather forecasting at 
a meeting tentatively set as January 
24-25, next. This meeting will bring 
together utility and other experts on 
weather forecasting, a subject which 
has assumed great importance in re- 
cent years. 

The committee stated that the meet- 


ing will be open to all desiring to 
attend. 


Continue Welding Courses 


Announcement has been made by the 
John Huntington Polytechnic Institute, 
Cleveland, Ohio, of the continuation of 
the five-day courses in arc welding de- 
sign and practice which it has spon- 
sored in collaboration with the Lincoln 
Electric Co., Cleveland, Ohio. The 
course includes talks and demonstra- 
tions on welded design, as well as dis- 
cussions of problems on welding pro- 
cedures and technique. 

Courses will be offered at Cleveland 
the weeks of October 30, December 4, 
January 8, February 12, March 25, 
April 22, and May 27. Each session will 
be under the direction of E.W.P. Smith, 
welding consulting engineer of Cleve- 


land. 


Spokane Bureau Elects 


Spokane Adequate Wiring Bureau 
has announced the election of the fol- 
lowing officers for 1939-40: 

P. L. Heydon, secretary of the Spo- 
kane Electrical Contractors Associa- 
tion, chairman; H. L. Vincent, West- 
inghouse Electric Supply Co., vice- 
chairman. H. C. Bender of the Wash- 
ington Water Power Co. remains secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


Toledo Officials Honored 


Two executives of the Toledo Edison 
Co., Toledo, Ohio, were recently hon- 
ored in local. organizations. Smither 
Merrill, appliance manager, was named 
president of the Toledo Advertising © 
Club, and H. K. Jorris has been named — 
membership chairman of the Toledo ~ 
Association of Credit Men. 
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“We are doing a lot of wiring 


in Rural Areas 


Utility Men... 
please note! 


The Square D Multi-breakeR 
promotes adequate wiring 


and reduces service calls. 


=" — es co Sa use the price of 
fuse eGuipment. But when we start a job we 
isc a Square D Multi-breakeR along and 
show it to the farmer. We tell him all its 

y: vantages over the old style fuse equipment 
an d tell him we will install it for only $5.00 

fore ... We have never been tured down yet!’ 


SQUARE beers oN 


DETROIT - dhletehde cher ee Airc 


IN CRNADA: SQUARE OD CON ANY CANF 


Nn 
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G. E. DAY AT SAN FRANCISCO—Charles E. Wilson, executive vice-president, address- 


ing General Electric employees and their families on the special day set aside for 
the company at the Golden Gate International Exposition at San Francisco 


LIGHTNING RECORD — 
George D. Lippert, Ameri- 
can Gas & Electric engi- 
neer, checks disk of a 
Westinghouse _ fulchrono- 
graph surge recorder to see 
~if..-recerd-oftlightning- has 
been obtained. Three such 
lightning stations have been 
established on lines of Ap- 
palachian Electric Power 
Co. as part of a natural 
lightning study —_ 


CRAWFORD STATION—To assist designers in workin 
terminal of Commonwealth Edison’s 220-kv. Powerton-( 
under construction, the model shown was built by la 
department. The scale of the model is % in. to a fool! 
at the right will be 125 ft. 


BOULDER LINE—Work on the stringing of cables on the third 287,000-volt line from 
Boulder Dam to Los Angeles is well under way, assuring a new source of power for 
the Pacific Coast. General Cable’s 1.4-in. type HH hollow copper conductor is used 
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WICTURES 


NEW UNIT AT FARGO, N. D.—This 5,000-kw. unit at the Fargo plant of Northern States Power 


Company, placed in operation within the past twelve months, brings the capacity of the station 
to 15,000 kw. The unit operates on 450 lb. pressure, 750 deg. 


10,000-kw. station at La Crosse, Wis., will be in operation next summer 


temperature. The company’s new 
details of the Chicago 
transmission line, now 
ek of the engineering 
al height of the tower 


GRAND COULEE—While great efforts are being made in the Pacific Northwest to discover an outlet for the vast amount 


of power at the government's giant Bonneville power project, work is being speeded at the Grand Coulee development, 
which will make available another source of government power in abundance 





“Hook it up today,” that’s how farmer Smith serves 
notice of increased load. Farmer Smith wanted 

an electric motor, he got it. He didn’t give a thought to 
transformers. He looks to your pole line down the road 
to spin his new motor as readily as it lights his home. 


Along many a rural line today,“Farmer Smiths” are put- 
ting transformers on the spot with short notice“ hook-it- 
up” calls. That is why operating men are building trans- 
former stocks carefully, looking at service records as well 
as the growing load. We invite you to check the remark- 
ably trouble-free record of L-M Transformers on both 
rural and urban lines. And, to learn first hand what 
trouble-free, low cost transformer performance can really 
be... we suggest you feed the power for Farmer Smith’s. 
new motor through an L-M Rural Line Transformer. 


LINE MATERIAL CO. 





Output Holds Level; 
Now 12.6% Above 1938 


With the production of 2,493,993,000 
kw.-hr. during the week ended Octo- 
ber 21, as reported by the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute, the output curve con- 
tinues virtually on the level of the pre- 
ceding week, when production amounted 
to 2,494,630,000 kw.-hr. A year ago 
there was a sharp recovery from the 
sag due largely to weather conditions, 
notably the New England hurricane, 
which accounts for a mild shrinkage in 
the excess over 1938 to 12.6 per cent, 
compared with the somewhat abnor- 
mal percentages of the past few weeks. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1939 1938 1937 
Oct. 21...2,494 Oct. 22...2,214 Oct. 23...2,282 
Oct. 14...2,495 Oct. 15...2,183 Oct. 16...2,276 
Oct. 7...2.465 Oct. 8...2.154 Oct. 9...2'280 
Sept. 30...2,470 Oct 1...2,139 Oct. 2...2,276 
Sept. 23...2,449 Sept. 24...2,154 Sept. 25...2,266 
Sept. 16...2,444 Sept. 17...2,215 Sept. 18...2,281 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 











Week Ending 

Oct. 21 Oct. 14 Oct. 7 
New England ...... +12.3 +14.6 *+420.8 
Middle Atlantic +11.3 +13.2 +14.7 
Central Industrial. . +15.8 +18.7 +17.3 
West Central ...... + 7.5 + 8.9 + 8.1 
Southern States .... +10.3 +12.8 +11.1 
Rocky Mountain +165 +20.4 +24.1 
ME: cGvataucwiens + 9.6 + 7.0 + 65 
United States ..... +12.6 +-14.3 +14.4 


‘Reflects hurricane condition in 1938. 
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This 12.6 per cent, however, is still 
above the average for earlier parts of 
the year and indicates a continuation 
of the accelerated industrial activity 
reflected in the figures for recent weeks. 

Regional comparisons reveal moder- 
ately smaller gains over 1938 except 
on the Pacific Coast, where the in- 
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crease is the largest since the last week 
in August. The Mountain region still 
leads, with 16.5 per cent, as against 
the recent maximum of 24.9 per cent 
four weeks ago. The Central Industrial 
is second, with 15.8 per cent; the pre- 
vious week’s figure was 18.7 per cent. 
New England is near national average. 





Sales 10.6°,, Over ‘38; 
Revenue 3.8°, Higher 


Sales of energy by the electric light 
and power industry to ultimate con- 
sumers during August were 10.6 per 
cent greater than those a year ago, 
amounting to 8,952,883,000 kw.-hr., ac- 
cording to the Edison Electric Institute. 
Thus there continues to be a_pro- 
nounced increase over 1938, although 
the margin in August was somewhat 
narrower than in other recent months, 
as is shown by the following successive 
percentages, beginning with March: 
12.4, 12.0, 14.5, 15.3, 13.5. 

Meanwhile August revenue from con- 
sumers rose 3.7 per cent, compared with 
a year ago, to $187,016,000. Other elec- 
trie revenue, $2,209,400, brought the 
total to $189,225,400, 3.8 per cent above 
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Classification of Sales, August, 1939, 
and Increase Over 1938 


_—__ 





Thous. Per 

. Class Kw.-Hr. Cent 
Residential or domestic..... 1,620,428 + 5.7 
we light, power.......... 1,708,931 + 9.1 
hane® light, power..... 4,816,814 +14.6 
th le lighting ....... ace Ee + 1.1 
—, public authorities.... 201,706 — 7.2 
ectric CO oe oe a c's 296 238 — 0.5 
Blectrified railroads ___ 146,364 +26.9 
Merdepartmental .......... 34,683 + 9.7 





ee 8,952,883 +10.6 


last year’s August. Monthly gains in 
total, corresponding to the percentages 
given above for energy, were 4.9, 5.4, 
7.0, 6.8, 6.0. 

Total energy production increased 4.7 
per cent over July and 8.5 per cent over 
August, 1938, to 10,470,457,000 kw.-hr., 
of which 7,441,984,000 kw.-hr. was pro- 
duced from fuels (21.1 per cent over 
1938) and 3,028,473,000 kw.-hr. by 
water power (down 13.7 per cent). 

The most important increase occurred 
in sales to large light and power cus- 
tomers, which were 6.7 per cent greater 
than in July and 6.2 per cent above 
June, the gains presumably reflecting 
accelerated industrial activity. This 
group accounted for nearly 54 per cent 
of total energy sales. 

Trends in domestic sales are shown 
by the following twelve-month averages, 
per cent changes from the correspond- 
ing period a year ago being given in 
parentheses: Kilowatt-hours per cus- 
tomer, 882 (+5.4); average annual 
bill, $36.43 (+1.6); revenue per 
kw.-hr., 4.13 cents (—3.5). 


New Peak Load 


A hot, dry summer plus some growth 
in air-conditioning loads combined to 
produce a new peak in generation for 
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Utah Power & Light Co. For the first 
time in a 24-hour period the company 
generated more than 3,000,000 kw.-hr. 
Momentary peak demand did _ not, 
however, reach an all-time peak. 


Would Buy Utilities 


Puerto Rico farmers meeting at the 
annual convention of the Farmers As- 
sociation want the insular government 
to purchase the Puerto Rico Railway, 
Light & Power Co., Canadian owned, 
and the Mayahuez Power Co., island 
owned, as part of a government pro- 
gram essential to extend rural elec- 
trification to increase agricultural de- 
velopment. 


Texas Power Consumption 


Electric power consumption in Texas 
during August increased moderately 
over July and _ substantially over 
August, 1938, according to reports re- 
ceived from 17 leading power com- 
panies of the state to the Bureau of 
Business Research of the University of 
Texas. Total consumption was up 1.0 
per cent from July and 9.8 per cent 
from August last year. 
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Shawinigan Board Names 
James Wilson President 


At a recent meeting of the board of 
directors of the Shawinigan Water & 
Power Co. James Wilson was elected 
president, to succeed the late Julian C. 
Smith. Mr. Wilson has been 


vice- 


president and general manager of the 
company, which he joined in 1911 as 
chief accountant. He became a director 
of the company in 1914 and served as 
secretary until 1933, when he assumed 
the additional duties of vice-president. 
He was named vice-president and gen- 
eral manager in 1937. 

Gordon W. MacDougall was elected 
a vice-president of the company and 
also chairman of a newly created ex- 
ecutive committee. Other members of 
this committee are the new president, 
Mr. Wilson, G. H. Duggan, Beaudry 
Leman and Norman J. Dawes, all di- 
rectors of the company. 

The new president of Shawinigan 
holds a number of other executive posi- 
tions. He is secretary of the Canadian 
Light & Power Co., Montreal; secretary 
and director of the Quebec Power Co., 
Quebec Railway, Light & Power Co., 
the St. Maurice Power Corp. of 
Montreal and secretary and treasurer of 
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the St. Maurice Transport Co., Three 
Rivers. Mr. Wilson is a native of 
Scotland. 


PLouis M. NicHots, comptroller of the 
General Electric Supply Co., in Bridge- 
port, Conn., received the James H. 
McGraw Award Wholesalers Medal for 
1939 at the opening session of the semi- 
annual convention of the National Elec- 
trical Wholesalers Association, held last 
week in Cincinnati. The award was 
presented to Mr. Nichols “in recogni- 
tion of his contribution to the advance- 
ment of the wholesaling branch of the 
electrical industry, through his com- 
prehensive study of the cost of dis- 
tributing electrical products and his 
supporting counsel to the commodity 
committees of the National Electrical 
Wholesalers Association.” 


PEpwarp H. Gros, formerly assistant 
superintendent of Hubbard & Com- 
pany’s Oakland (Calif.) pole line hard- 
ware plant, has been appointed super- 
intendent to succeed the late Charles 
E. Braun. Mr. Grob has been assistant 
superintendent of the Oakland plant 
since 1927 and previous to that time 
had been with the company’s shovel 
department at Pittsburgh, Pa., since 
1907. Frank R. Pinson has been ap- 
pointed assistant superintendent of the 
Oakland plant. He has been with the 
company since 1925. 


> R. Carson Datzect has been ap- 
pointed technical adviser to the Balti- 
more division of Revere Copper & 
Brass, Inc., according to an announce- 
ment made by C. Donald Dallas, presi- 
dent of the company. Mr. Dalzell has 
been associated with Revere since 1937. 
He was previously connected with the 
American Smelting & Refining Co., 
Ajax Metal Co., engaged in general 
metallurgical consulting work, and prior 
to his association with Revere was 
employed by the American Oil Co. in 
Baltimore. 
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A. G. Beisenherz Elected 
Head of Missouri Utility 


A. G. Beisenherz has been named 
president and general manager of the 
Missouri Gas & Electric Service Co., 
Lexington, Mo., succeeding the late 
O. H. Weddle. Mr. Beisenherz was also 
elected to membership on the board of 
directors. 

Mr. Beisenherz started his career 
with the utility company as a meter 
reader in 1917. Advancing in the ranks, 
he became assistant treasurer in 1932 
and four years later was made secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

The utility company operates in 
forty-two towns in Missouri. 


Arizona Utility Names 
Doutrick Vice-President 


L. P. Doutrick, who is chief engineer 
and general superintendent of Central 
Arizona Light & Power Co., has been 
made a vice-president of the company 


at Phoenix. Such was the announcement 
made this month, although the change 
was announced as effective since July 1. 
He will continue actively to supervis 
the system. 
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New Committee Chairmen 
Appointed by A.LELE. 


Announcement has been made by 
the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers of the appointment of chair- 
men of various committees for the 
year 1939-40. 

W. F. Davidson, director of research, 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, 
Inc.. has been appointed chairman 
of the Institute committee on research. 
I. F. Kinnard, executive engineer, 
West Lynn works, General Electric 
Co.. has been made chairman of the 
committee on instruments and meas- 
urements, 

Other appointments include: D. W. 
Atwater, manager of commercial engi- 
neering, lamp division, Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co., Bloom- 
field, N. J., chairman of the commit- 
tee on production and application of 
light. H. L. Hazen, head of the depart- 
ment of electrical engineering, Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., chairman of the com- 
mittee on basic sciences. C. R. Beards- 
ley, manager contract control and in- 
spection department, Consolidated Edi- 
son Co. of New York, chairman of the 
committee on legislation affecting the 
engineering profession. 


> Daniet E. Cocan, widely known con- 
sultant in pageant lighting and street 
lighting specialist, New England dis- 
trict, General Electric Co., has retired 
after 38 years service with the com- 
pany. H. E. Wilson, formerly con- 
nected with the Pittsburgh office of the 
General Electric Co., and for the past 
year associated with the Boston office, 
succeeds Mr. Cogan as district lighting 
specialist for New England. 


>Rosert A. MERRILL, engineer in the 
Eau Claire, Wis., division of the North- 
ern States Power Co., has been named 
by the state Board of Agriculture to 
head the REA co-ordination office estab- 
lished by the 1939 Wisconsin Legisla- 
ture within the Department of Agri- 
culture and Markets. Mr. Merrill has 
been associated with the Northern 


States Power Co. for almost thirty 
years, 


»Epwaro P, Wetts has been elected 
vice-president and general sales man- 
ager of the Eureka Vacuum Cleaner 
Co., Detroit. Well known in the elec- 
trical appliance and household prod- 
ucts fields, he secured a broad knowl- 
edge of the appliance field during 
ormer association with Eureka. His 
€xperience embraces every phase of 
selling, including consumer house to 
louse, contacting dealers, distributors, 
jobbers and public utilities. He has 


managed several of Eureka’s largest 
branches. In 1933 Mr. Wells was 
elected a director of the Kalamazoo 
Stove Co. and became vice-president in 
charge of sales. Georce W. PHISTER 
has been elected secretary and treas- 
urer of the company and CLARK BeEn- 
NETT comptroller. Georce W. WALKER 
of Detroit, widely known industrial de- 
signer, has been appointed consulting 
product stylist. 


OBITUARY 
William K. Vanderpoel 


William K. Vanderpoel, an authority 
on transmission and power distribution 
problems and vice-president of the 


Okonite Company and the Okonite-Cal- 
lender Cable Co., died at his home in 





South Orange, N. J., October 21, after 
a short illness. He was 59 years of age. 
The wealth of experience which Mr. 
Vanderpoel’s career embraced began 
with his first engagement as cadet engi- 
neer on trans-Atlantic ships. He then 
engaged in mining, trading and ex- 
ploration work in South America; be- 
came associated with the “Red Tele- 
fonica System” in Havana, Cuba; with 
the New York & New Jersey Telephone 
Co., and, after some banking experi- 
ence, with the Florida East Coast Rail- 
way as assistant purchasing agent. 

In 1907 Mr. Vanderpoel joined the 
Public Service Corp. of New Jersey 
as division superintendent, later ad- 
vancing to general superintendent of 
that company’s entire electric distribu- 
tion system. His association with the 
Okonite Company began in 1926, when 
he was elected vice-president and ex- 
ecutive engineer. 

Mr. Vanderpoel was an active mem- 
ber and officer of leading electrical 
societies. He had served as manager 
of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, vice-chairman of the engi- 
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neering section, chairman of the over- 
head systems committee and the timber 
preservation committee of the National 
Electric Light Association and mem- 
ber of many other committees of vari- 
ous engineering societies. In addition 
to active leadership in technical society 
work, Mr. Vanderpoel contributed 
many authoritative papers and reports 
on power systems to the organizations 
with which he was affiliated and to 
engineering publications. 


> Davin R. PRINGLE, utilities superin- 
tendent, city of Thomasville, Ga., died 
August 4. Mr. Pringle became super- 
intendent of the municipal electric 
light plant at Thomasville in 1906, 
when the plant was first placed under 
municipal operation, and had charge 
of the development of the system until 
his death. He was 57 years of age. 


> Jesse L. Farrar of Larchmont, N. Y., 
a General Electric marine engineer 
for a number of years, died October 
13, after a prolonged illness. Mr. Far- 
rar was 52 years of age. He joined the 
testing department of the General Elec- 
tric Co. in Schenectady in 1910. Sub- 
sequent appointments to the engineer- 
ing department in Schenectady and to 
the New York office as an engineer 
and outside construction man followed. 
In 1918 he became ship propulsion 
specialist of the engineering depart- 
ment, New York district office, and in 
1926 he was made a marine field en- 
gineer. 


> Cuartes A. Storms, electrical engi- 
neer, Michigan Limestone & Chemical 
Co., Rogers City, died August 21. A 
native of Fargo, N. D., and a graduate 
of the California Institute of Tech- 
nology, Mr. Storms entered the test 
department of the General Electric Co., 
Schenectady, in 1923 and remained 
until 1929, during the last two years 
serving as foreman of the construction 
section. Since 1929 he had been elec- 
trical engineer for the Michigan Lime- 
stone & Chemical Co., having charge 
of design, construction and operation 
of various electrical installations. He 
was 40 years of age. Mr. Storms was a 
member of the A.I.E.E. 


PCuar.es E. BRAUN, superintendent of 
Hubbard & Company’s Oakland 
(Calif.) pole line hardware plant, died 
suddenly October 1, from a heart at- 
tack. Mr. Braun had been superintend- 
ent of the Oakland plant since its open- 
ing in 1924. He had been associated 
with the company since 1912 and be- 
fore going to the Pacific Coast had 
been in the operating department in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Mr. Braun was a mem- 
ber of the Pacific Coast Electrical As- 
sociation. 
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Sharp Business Rise 
for General Electric 


Reflecting the continued upswing in 
business this year, General Electric Co. 
received orders of $248,581,851 for the 
first nine months this year, as against 
$188,756,958 the same period last year, 
according to Gerard Swope, president. 
Sales totaled $217,900,154, against 
$192,501,173, and profits $25,022,631. 
against $17,548,256. 

While orders during the nine months 
increased 32 per cent over last year, 
sales were up 13 per cent, reflecting the 
lag in outgoing business during a time 
when there is a rush of buying. How- 
ever, shipments were such that profits 
were up 43 per cent, equaling 87 cents 
a common share, against 61 cents a 
share in the first nine months of 1938. 

A comparative statement of sales and 
earnings for the first nine months fol- 
lows: 

Nine Months Ended 
September 30 
1939 1938 


Net sales billed 

Less: Costs, expenses 
and all other charges 
except financial 


$217,900,154 $192,501,173 


198,857,457 
19,042,697 
5,979,934 


180,593, 130 
11,908,043 
5,640,213 


Net income from sales. 
Other income, less 
financial charges .... 


Profit available for divi- 
dends on common 
$25,022,631 


$0.87 

The 25 cents a share dividend paid 
October 25 brought to 75 cents a share 
payments made so far this year, as 


against 70 cents a share paid in the first 
nine months last year. 


$17,548,256 
$0.61 


Washer Shipments Rise 
in Eight-Month Period 


Eight-month shipments of household 
washers totaled 971,174, compared to 
745,080 in the January-August period 
of 1938, or an increase of 30.34 per 
cent, according to industry totals re- 
ported by J. R. Bohnen, executive sec- 
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retary-treasurer of the American 
Washer and lIroner Manufacturers’ 
Association. Shipments of washers in 
August totaled 132,297, compared to 
129,163 in August, 1938. — 

Ironers shipped in the first eight 
months of 1939 aggregated 71,654, 
against 71,309 in the similar period of 
1938. Ironer shipments in August 
totaled 11,386, compared to 11,977. 


Porcelain Shipments Show 
Decided Gain in August 


August was the best month for the 
porcelain enameling industry since Oc- 
tober, 1937, according to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce figures. Total value 
of shipments by the 99 manufacturers 
reporting was $3,697,286, an increase 
of 17.5 per cent over July. 

For the 55 manufacturers who were 
reporting shipments a year ago, the 
increase was 23.8 per cent over July 
this year and 37.4 per cent over Aug- 
ust, 1938. Shipments by these manu- 
facturers for the first eight months this 
year totaled $19,245,774, an increase 
of 22.1 per cent over the same 1938 
period. 

+ 


G.E. to Build Plant 


General Electric Co. has concluded 
negotiations with the Chamber of Com- 
merce at Jackson, Miss., for the con- 
struction of a $750,000 plant to manu- 
facture a new type automobile head- 
light. This is the first plant of the 
company in the South and will employ 
from 300 to 400 persons. 


Allis-Chalmers Low Bidder 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
was low bidder and was awarded a con- 
tract for a generator for the municipal 
works of the city of Manitowoc, Wis. 
Cost will be about $226,000. 


ELECTRICAL 


Allis-Chalmers Net 
Up: Orders Advance 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
reports for the third quarter of 1939 
net income of $943,450, or 53 cents a 
share on 1,776,092 no-par shares of 
common stock outstanding at the close 
of September, after all known charges 
and reserves. The net income for the 
third quarter of 1938 was $505,160 or 
28 cents a share. 

Billings in the third quarter of 1939 
were $18,636,045 and orders booked 
$19,710,020, which compare with bill- 
ings of $19,961,454 and orders booked 
of $14,195,522 in the 1938 third quarter. 

For the nine months net income was 
$2,643,872, or $1.49 a share, as com- 
pared with $3,384,219, or $1.90 a share, 
for the nine months of 1938. 

Billings for the nine months in 1939 
were $57,014,052, compared with $64.- 
975,115 in the corresponding period of 
last year, a decrease of $7,961,063, or 
12.25 per cent. Orders booked for the 
nine months in 1939 amounted to $64, 
938,367, or 19.09 per cent over the 
$54,527,817 bookings in the same pe- 
riod of 1938. Unfilled orders on Sep- 
tember 30 totaled $18,335,726, as com- 
pared with $10,796,269 on September 
30, 1938, and $10,411,411 at the close 
of 1938. 


Will Spend $65,000,000 
for Vacuum Cleaners 


Women will spend $65,000,000 this 
year for vacuum cleaners, Richard J. 
Simmons of the Birtman Electric Co. 
Chicago, and president of the Vacuum 
Cleaner Manufacturers’ Association, 
declared at the annual meeting held 
recently in New York. 

Electric vacuum cleaners bought by 
American housewives this year passed 
the 950,000 mark in September, sales 
to the end of August having totaled 
879,543, compared to 838,395 in the 
first eight months of 1938, according 
1939 


WORLD + October 28. 





0. 


39 


se 
ses 


the 


)39 
ced 
ill- 
ced 


was 
om- 
are, 


939 
64.- 
1 of 
. or 

the 
364.- 

the 

pe- 
Sep- 
com- 
nber 
close 


Ts 


) this 
rd J. 
Co. 
cuum 
ation, 


held 


ht by 
assed 

sales 
otaled 
n the 
yrding 


1939 


to industry totals announced at the 
meeting by C. G. Frantz, secretary- 
treasurer of the association and presi- 
dent of the Apex Electrical Manufac- 
turing Co. August sales were 96,601 
units, an increase of 6.6 per cent over 
90,557 reported for August, 1938, and 
an advance of 25.9 per cent over the 
July, 1939, figure of 76,689. 


Ignitron Rectifier for 
Carnegie-Illinois Steel 


Said to be the first ignitron recti- 
fier to be used in a steel mill, a 1,000- 
kw., 250-volt Westinghouse unit pur- 
chased by the Carnegie-Illinois Steel 
Corp. at Braddock, Pa., will tie into 
the plant bus and furnish power for 
miscellaneous d.c. equipment. 

Completely automatic, the rectifier 
and its associated apparatus will oper- 
ate from a three-phase, 6,600-volt sup- 
ply. The unit will consist of two 
assemblies of six ignitron tubes, each 
complete with equipment for main- 
taining and indicating vacuum, and 
will be rated 1,000 kw. at 250 volts 
d.c, continuously with overioad capacity 
of 125 per cent for two hours and 200 
per cent for one minute. It is ex- 
pected that the rectifier will be 
installed before January, 1940. 


Electric Truck Shipments 


Domestic shipments of electric indus- 
trial trucks and tractors during Septem- 
ber, as reported by nine manufacturers 
representing the entire industry, totaled 
70, as against 86 in August and 51 in 
September a year ago. For the first nine 
months such shipments numbered 602, 
as compared with 541 for the same 
period of last year. 


Plans New Building 


Plans for establishing a sales and 
service building at Augusta, Maine, 
have been announced by F. L. Nason, 
New England district manager, West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Co. Negotiations have been completed 
for the erection of a modern brick 
structure 80x 100 ft. to cost $50,000. 


EERE 
New York Metal Prices 


Oct. 25,'39 Oct. 17,'39 
— ao Cents per 
Copper, electrolytic .... 12.50* “soe 
peed Am. S. & R. price 5.50 5.50 
Ni Se cuca 14.00 14.00 
metel. be a aes 35.00 35.00 
ER eae 6.89 6.89 
eet, 55.75 55.00 
enunum, 99 per cent.. 20.00 20.00 
Delivere 
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Field Reports on Business 


Electrical manufacturers appeared assured of capacity operations for many 
months to come as a result of the heavy volume of orders placed during the 
past two months. Demands for diversified electrical equipment continue at a 
high level. Demand for electrical appliances is steady. 


NEW YORK 


The rapid acceleration of new orders dur- 
ing the past two months is seen as de- 
tracting from business which normally 
would have been placed during early 1940. 
Because of this situation, a slight decline 
in activity is seen for next spring. While 
this situation is likely to be marked in 
the heavy industries, electrical manufac- 
turers are expected to be kept at capacity 
for some time due to heavy utility and 
industrial orders. 

Utility executives are making prepara- 
tions for extended visits to operating prop- 
erties to get a line-up on 1940 construc- 
tion budgets. From present indications 
utility budgets in all departments will be 
much larger than earlier anticipated due 
to the sharp increase in power loads. It is 
likely that utilities will place 1940 require- 
ments early to insure that there will be 
no delay in construction activities. 

Walter Kidde & Co. started erection of 
a new engineering building at Bloomfield, 
N. J., this week. 

In the Pittsburgh area continued expan- 
sion in production in most of the leading 
industries boosted business to the highest 
level in more than two years. Business is 
now about double what it was in the 
middle of May. 


NEW ENGLAND 


One of the largest single orders for 
marine electrical equipment recorded for 
this district for some time has been placed 
by the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corp., Ltd., 
with the Allis-Chalmers Co. for thirty 250- 
kw. turbo-alternators which will be used 
on the new Cl cargo ships to be built 
at the Fore River plant. 

Motor sales are running into record- 
breaking volumes, with the demand for 
l-hp. to 5-hp. ratings strong and interest 
in medium classification gaining. One 
manufacturer reports orders for more than 
100 motors for use in machine tools booked 
as the result of government expansion 
programs in military and naval branches; 
several 50-hp. motors were placed a fort- 
night ago by another manufacturer who 
notes increasing activity in buying on the 
part of textile companies. Switch and 
control orders are beginning to crowd the 
divisions of several manufacturers, accord- 
ing to one representative. 

In the neighborhood of 150 3-kw. air- 
conditioning units were placed a_ short 
time ago with a New England manufac- 
turer and will be used in submarine craft. 
Wiegand Sales Corp. reports activity in 
sales and negotiations for control appara- 
tus and special heating units. Noted as 
recent sales are two CAB 20-kw. electric 
air-blast heaters, to be installed in the 
World Wide Broadcasting studio, 54 kw. 
in Chromalox range plates for new elec- 
tric cooking in the Marine Hospital, 
Brighton, Mass., and 10 kw. in air-condi- 
tioning units for Harvard University. Com- 
monwealth Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
Boston, recently received orders for three 
5-kw. electric steam boilers from a South 
Africa industrial plant. 

Merchandising sales are steady. One 
range manufacturer shipped 250 ranges 
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for southern distribution a short time ago 
and points out that his factory has booked 
orders which will require full-time opera- 
tion until the beginning of the spring. 
Construction and enlargement of industrial 
type buildings stand out in reports of a 
fair amount of new construction contracts 
at hand in this area. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Pacific Coast building permits dropped 
30 per cent during September from Au- 
gust totals, the decrease being distributed 
evenly throughout the West except in Ne- 
vada, which showed a small gain. Totals 
were also for the first time this year, 
below the corresponding month of 1938, 
and it is predicted that similar conditions 
will prevail indefinitely due to present 
uncertainty and exhaustion of PWA funds. 

Recent buying for the Bonneville project 
is heavy and varied, covering crossarms, 
steel towers, wooden poles, hardware and 
insulators, including such special equip- 
ment as a network analyzer for the north 
Vancouver substation. Heavy machinery 
awards cover $253,400 to Allis-Chalmers 
for a 10,000-kva. steam turbo-electric gen- 
erator for the municipal plant of Burbank 
and $749,000 to S. Morgan Smith Company 
for three 40,000-hp. turbines for the Parker 
plant in Arizona, with $56,040 to Wood- 
ward for three governors. 

Mining machinery continues to feature 
electrical purchases by industrials, includ- 
ing Feather River, California section; a 
$400,000 trolley locomotive for a Nevada 
copper mine; a $6,000 storage battery loco- 
motive for a California gold mine; several 
auxiliary motors averaging 50 hp., for 
dredges, and much dredging cable. 


CHICAGO 


Further expansion in business was re- 
ported last week by nearly every branch 
of the electrical industry. Largest gains 
occurred in the manufacturing field as a re- 
sult of continued increase in the demand 
for electrical machinery for industrial use. 
The demand for electric power also in- 
creased sharply, Commonwealth Edison Co. 
output registering a gain of 7,362,000 kw.- 
hr. over the previous week and 20 per 
cent above the level a year ago. 

Utility buying is steady at a compara- 
tively high rate. Allis-Chalmers Manufac- 
turing Co. was awarded a contract for 
generating equipment to cost $226,000. 
Another large manufacturer received an 
order for switchgear apparatus totaling 
$42,000. The city electrical department 
has requested bids on a 75-kw. steam tur- 
bine generating unit. 

Central-plant air conditioning systems 
installed last month set a new high record 
for September with sixteen installations, as 
against ten last year. Dealers sold 58 
electric room coolers, compared with four 
in September, 1938. Manufacturers report 
small motors and control apparatus sell- 
ing at an exceptionally high rate. Wire 
and cable and pole line hardware are mov- 
ing in good volume. Industrial and com- 
mercial lighting equipment sales continue 
to show steady improvement. 
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Utility Security Prices Continue Rise 


1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 JFMAMJ aa Oct. Nov. Dec. 


Electric light and power securities continued to move upward during the past week. 
“Electrical World” stock index advanced to 31.4, the highest point since the end of 


August; last year, 30.3. 


Maine Application 
Filed with Board 


Central Maine Power Co. has filed 
an application with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission covering the 
proposed issuance of $1,250,000 first 
and general mortgage bonds, series K, 
4s of 1964, and 5,000 shares of no par 
value common stock. 

The bonds are to be sold privately 
to the Equitable Life Assurance So- 
ciety of the United States at par. The 
common stock is to be offered to hold- 
ers of the company’s common stock 
and 6 per cent preferred stock in ac- 
cordance with their pre-emptive rights. 
Any of the shares not taken under this 
offer are to be issued to New England 
Public Service Co., a parent, which, 
it is stated, has agreed to take the 
stock at $100 a share in settlement of 
non-interest bearing advances amount- 
ing to $500,000 made by it to the 
company in June and July, 1939. 

Proceeds from the sale of the bonds 
will be used to reimburse the company’s 
treasury for the purchase and con- 
struction of property. Proceeds from 
such of the common stock as may be 
taken by the stockholders will be ap- 
plied to the reduction of the dividends 
made by the New England Public 
Service Co. 

SEC has issued an order consenting to 
the withdrawal of the application of NY 
PA NJ Utilities Co. for approval of the 
acquisition of certain securities of New 
Jersey Utilities Co., New York Public 
Service Corp., Metropolitan Edison Co., 
New Jersey Power & Light Co. and Roches- 
ter Gas & Electric Corp. It was proposed 
to acquire the securities from General 
Utility Investors Corp., New Jersey Utili- 
~ Co. and New Jersey Power & Light 

0. 

General Public Utilities, Inc., has filed 
a declaration in connection with the pro- 
posed issuance of 16,318 shares of no par 
value common stock as a dividend on out- 
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“Electrical World” bond index, 105.4: last week, 105.1 


standing common stock. The dividend will 
be payable at the option of the holders 
of the outstanding common stock, either 
in cash at the rate of $1.50 a share or one- 
tenth of a share of common stock for 
each outstanding share. There are 163,193 
shares of common stock presently out- 
standing, it was stated. 


Utility Files Petition 
With SEC on $1 Deal 


Just for a $1 transaction, it was 
necessary this week for the New Eng- 
land Power Association to go through 
the elaborate modus operandi of filing 
an application with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission in order to meet 
the requirements of governmental reg- 
ulation. 

‘Under the terms of the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act when the sub- 
sidiary of a registered holding company 
wants to sell some securities or prop- 
erty it has to make formal application 
on Form U-12-D. Massachusetts Utili- 
ties Associates, one of the subsidiaries 
of New England Power Association, 
proposed to sell its 97.714 per cent 
capital stock interest in Gardner Gas, 
Fuel & Light Co. of Gardner, Mass., 
for $1 to Harold E. Greenwood, main- 
tenance supervisor of State Forestry 
Camp No. 14 at Winchendon, Mass. 

The commission will later hold a 
hearing on the application. 


Approve Northwestern Plan 


Northwestern Electric Co. stockhold- 
ers at a special meeting held recently 
in Vancouver unanimously approved 
the proposed refinancing program now 
before the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. Under the plan Northwest- 
ern will issue $6,700,000 of 4 per cent 
bonds and $2,800,000 of 44% per cent 
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debentures to refund its present ey. 
tended bonds, liquidate its indebted. 
ness to the American Power & Light 
Co. for capital advances and reimburse 
the treasury for improvements and ad. 
ditions previously made to the com. 
pany’s property. Deferred dividends on 
the company’s preferred stock will he 
paid in full under the plan. 


F. T. Griffith Resigns 
as Trustee in Portland 


Franklin T. Griffith, president of the 
Portland Electric Power Co., which is 
before the federal district court on a 
reorganization proceeding, has re. 
signed as operation trustee of the 
company. His resignation was ac- 
cepted by Federal Judge James A. 
Fee, who at the same time signed an 
order naming E. E. Vonderahe as super. 
intendent of the interurban lines of 
ihe company. 

In submitting his resignation Mr. 
Griffith pointed out that he had joined 
with the independent trustees, Thomas 
Delzell and R. L. Clark, in recommend. 
ing the appointment of Mr. Vonderahe. 
Inasmuch as these lines are the only 
operating property of the company, Mr. 
Griffith expressed the belief that there 
was no further need for an operating 
trustee. 

© 


SEC Approves Dividends 


Approval by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission has been given to 
an application by the International 
Utilities Corp. covering the declara- 
tion and payment out of capital or 
unearned surplus of a regular quar 
terly dividend of 874 cents a share on 
its $3.50 prior preferred stock and a 
payment of $1.4375 a share on its 
$1.75 preferred stock on account of 
accumulated unpaid dividends aggre 
gating $9.3125 a share as of May 3l. 
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Utility Reports 
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Net Income 


1939 1938 

*American Lt. & Traction 
RI se eatteens $5,134,958 $4,772,113 
— Valley Gas & 


Elec. 1,102,348 
Central Maine Power 
‘Continental Gas & 
and subs. 
{Detroit Edison 
Engineers Public Service 
Stree 
Florida Power & Lt 
Kansas Gas & Electric.... 
Mississippi Power & Lt.... 
Nebraska Power 
United Light & Power 
*Western Public Service 
and subs. 167,177 
*Twelve months ended August 31. 
tTwelve months ended September 30. 
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eX: Blueprint Machine 


Designed to be of practical use in the 
small office as well as the large engineering 






ree department, it is claimed that this machine 
ad- E WS E Q U I ee ay E N T makes perfect blueprints in one minute or 
m- 
be 




















































nd Arc Welder control is claimed to be dust-tight and ex- 


plosion-proof. May also be used for open- 








the This welder is said to be applicable to ing and closing valves feeding liquids into 
1 18 many types of work previously considered tanks. ‘Minute Man" blueprint machine; occupying 
na too small or too light in construction for e a desk wma x ri in., phe cnnndl iy a 
: cent : any size up to x in. : 
Te- anything except aaa Mm — neering Co., 5707 W. Lake St., Chicago, Ill. 
the brazing or even soldering. eets as thin Battery 
ac “ 4 less. The original and sensitized paper are 
A 00 i a Pn poe a op wrapped around an 8-in. diameter x 19-in. 
ae vision, Thomas A. Edison, Inc., West Orange, long glass cylinder and held in place by a 
| an N. J. heavy canvas pre-shrunk adjustable cover. 
per- 2 Two photo-flood bulbs inside the cylinder 
ig A cell developed for use wherever in- are controlled by a “Mark Time” timer 
, creased power and capacity are required which provides proper length of exposure 
and where the floor space in the battery 5) pest printing. 
Mr. compartment is limited. It is said that the e 
ined D-type cells have one-third greater capac- 
ity, are about one-third higher and have Solderless Lug 
mas approximately the same horizontal dimen- 
end- sions as C-type cells of the same number "Flexilug’’ solderless lug for stranded, solid 
of positive plates. or flexible cables, for tubing, or solid rod. 
rahe, P - Frankel Connector Co., Inc., |77 Hudson St., 
only . New York, N. Y 
Mr. = : 
nal Fluorescent Reflector The company says the one piece assembly 
cannot come apart, and the cadmium plat- 
ating A reflector designed to provide uniform ‘8 Stops any or oe — lug — 
is aid illumination vertically and horizontally on Sonia + ay — a can be easily bent 
eid-o-Tron ow-curren electronic arc : or angie connections. 
welder; can weld with currents as low as 5 book shelves, stock-bins, etc., the Company e 
amp., using 1/32-in. and 3/64-in. electrodes. says. Ends are “wing-tipped” to allow 
Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co., Milwaukee, Wis. . 
s . 
as 0.010 in. are claimed to be handled. The Air Breaker 
1 Ex- unit is a multiple-tube polyphase mercury- : 
en to fe Vapor rectifier unit. According to the com- The “De-ion” are chamber, operating on 
tional pany a constant current characteristic has either alternating current or direct current, 
‘ been given which makes the are easy to is the new feature of this air breaker. It 
clara: start, easy to hold and which produces the operates on any current within interrupting 
al or optimum heat conditions at the weld. There ratings and arcing current is limited to one- 
quar: are two-way switches, one for current range half cycle, which is claimed to minimize the 
re on selection and the other for reversing polar- noise and flash accompanying interruption 
‘ ity of the tube terminals. A hand wheel of a short circuit. The contacts have no 
_— provides final adjustment of the welding Phe, 3 carbon, the number of parts on the solenoid 
yn Its current Stock-aisle "'Fluoflector,"’ for 18-, 24-, 36- and mechanism have been reduced and the 
f . 48-in. fluorescent lamps, 110 volts, 60 cycles. ‘ f th onl ‘ d 
int 0 e Edwin F. Guth Co., St. Louis, Mo. moving core 0 the mechanism 1s connecte 
aggre: directly to the breaker operating level. 
31, Lighting Unit maximum longitudinal spread, yet elimi- 
are la nate glare from the bare lamp. It is claimed 
ae a als for heavy duty = - that low-wattage lamps can be used for 
rial applications: take lamps from ° * . 
50 watts. Benjamin Electric Mfg. Co., Des better lighting results. 
ines, Ill. 
This it i . " 
‘ : unit dagger with a steel hous- 
ng above and heat, cold and impact re- 
» ae glass below. The reflector interior Relay 
s claime 3 
ome Glass e to be dust tight and vapor-proof. Directional undervoltage relay, Type '‘GGP”: 
1938 oe and gasket are secured in the frame sensitivity |'/2 per cent at full load. General 
Y six thumb-operated compression latches. Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y 
$4,772,113 Suited for lichtine ; : ; 
' S or lighting in steel mills, foundries, Thi et id bi he high 
744ll orge shops, chemical plants, etc. is relay is said to combine the hig 


1,681, 128 sensitivity and non-bouncing features of 
an induction-cup, polyphase, directional 





401g - element with the accurate and adjustable 
ie timing of an induction-disk undervoltage 
1 Storage Control element. The undervoltage element is 
|,82!, i" lly energized through contact 
‘10 "Tellevel automat; Bemany Gee of cman: 
em ing and stompin seoieoene ei. on. the directional element which remain 
Lane son Mfg. Co., Aurora, Il. closed until a reversal of power occurs, 
4,071; Consists of : when they open and de-energize the un- Electrically operated air circuit breaker, cur- 
20088 a. of a multiple electrode sealed dervoltage element, which in turn closes rents rating from 15 to 6,000 amp. at 600 
in ury switch so mounted that tipping it its contacts after a delay dependent on VON OS. Ee, 10,000 amp. d.c.; interrupt- 
7 any direction will break the electric the time setting. Timing function is in- Wa a. ceri ta tn es tee 
went, Housed j ten : nies estinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pitts- 
— ed in an aluminum bell, this dependent of voltage variations. burgh, Pa. 





E 
LECTRICAL WORLD + October 28, 1939 (1251) 21 


Parker Dam Power 
Equipment Ordered 


Turbines and governors for initial 
installation of power equipment in the 
Parker Dam power plant have been 
ordered by Secretary of the Interior 
Harold L. Ickes. Three 40,000-hp. tur- 
bines will be furnished by the S. Mor- 
gan Smith Co. of York, Pa., on the 
company’s bid of $749,000. 

Three governors with pumping 
equipment will be supplied by the 
Woodward Governor Co. of Rockford, 
Ill., on a bid price of $56,040. 

Three main generating units will 
comprise the initial installation of 
power equipment. The generators will 
be ordered under another contract. The 
contracts just awarded include the 
turbines and governors for units 1, 2 
and 3. Ultimately the power plant will 
house four main units. 


Consumers Dividend Plan 


The municipal electric plant of the 
city of Jamestown, N. Y., has filed a 
consumers dividend plan with the state 
Public Service Commission under 
which it is proposed to add to each 
rate a statement that the charges are 
subject to an annual refund in accord- 
ance with the plan. 

The commission permitted the plan 
to go into effect November 1. Under 
the plan the rates are subject to an 
annual dividend based on the earnings 
of the utility for the twelve months 
ending September 30 of each year. 
The total amount of such dividend will 
be determined by the Board of Public 
Utilities, after reasonable reserves have 
been established for contingencies. 


Validates Bond Issue 


At a recess session of the Panola 
County, Mississippi, Chancery Court 
recently Chancellor L. A. Smith ap- 
proved the validation of a $40,000 
bond issue voted in Batesville, Miss., in 
August, 1938, for the acquisition of an 
electric transmission system. The vote 
was 216 for and 15 against the bond 
issue. The validation was contested by 
the Mississippi Power & Light Co. 


Issue State Rate Data 


Federal Power Commission has an- 
nounced that four of the 48 state sepa- 
rates comprising the National Electric 
Rate Book have been received from the 
printer and are being distributed to 
subscribers. The first four states to be 
published are Alabama, Delaware, Mis- 
sissippi and South Carolina. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Lincotn, Nes.—lowa-Nebraska Light & 
Power Co., Lincoln, plans extensions in 
primary lines on A Street, vicinity of 
Seventieth Street. Permission has been 
secured. 


Lone Beacu, Catir.—Public Utilities 
Committee of City Council and J. W. 
Charleville, city manager, are considering 
plans for new municipal steam-electric 
power plant, estimated to cost about $10,- 
600,000, including substation facilities, 
primary and secondary lines. It is pro- 
posed to arrange a bond issue in such 
amount. 


Cuinton, IowA—E. I. duPont de 
Nemours & Co., Inc., Cellophane Division, 
duPont building, Wilmington, Del., plans 
installation of motors and controls, trans- 
formers and accessories, switchgear, regu- 
lators, conveyors and other equipment in 
new mill on tract of land near Clinton, to 
be used exclusively for cellophane produc- 
tion. Also will build a power house. Pro- 
posed to begin work soon. Cost reported 
in excess of $5,000,000. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN.—Director of Pur- 
chases, Tennessee Valley Authority, re- 
ceives bids until November 1 for quantity 
of rubber-insulated wire and cable for 
auxiliary power circuits for power dam, 
generating station and switchboard gallery 
at Hiwassee dam hydro-electric power de- 
velopment. 


Fort Wayne, Inp.—Board of Public 
Works, R. G. Beams, chairman, plans ex- 
tensions and improvements in municipal 
electric power plant, including installation 
of new 15,000-kw. turbine-generator set 
and auxiliary equipment, with complete 
modernization of present building. Cost 
estimated about $560,000. Proposed to ask 
bids in November for generating unit 
noted, and at a later date for other work. 


Lakewoop, Oxnto—City Council plans 
new waterworks plant and supply system 
to cost over $1,500,000, with completely 
electrified pumping stations. Power wir- 
ing installation is estimated to cost $75,- 
000; electric-operated pumping machinery 
will cost close to $90,000, with panelboards, 
controls and accessory electrical apparatus; 
other electrical equipment will be required 
for different features of work. Proposed 
to ask bids in near future. J. N. Chester 
Engineers, Inc., Century Building, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., is consulting engineer. E. A. 
Fisher, City Hall, is city engineer. 


Houston, Tex.—Lone Star Cement Co., 
Houston, plans installation of motors and 
controls, conveyors, loaders and _ other 
equipment for modernization and improve- 
ments in mill at Manchester Switch, near 
Houston. Work will be placed under way 
soon. Cost about $160,000. 


Emerson, Nes.—Northeast Nebraska 
Public Power District has plans maturing 
for primary and secondary lines in parts 
of Dixon, Dakota and Thurston Counties, 
with several outdoor power substations, 
service facilities, etc. Entire project will 
total about 290 miles of lines. Cost about 
$300,000. Permission has been granted. 
H. H. Henningson, 1904 Farnam Street, 
Omaha, Neb., is consulting engineer. 


Cuicaco, Itt.—Signal Corps Procure- 
ment District, 1819 West Pershing Road, 
Chicago, receives bids November 8 for in- 
stallation of 150 additional lines of auto- 
matic equipment at Chanute Field, Til. 
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Cepar Rapivs, lowa—lowa Electric 
Light & Power Co. has plans under way 
for expansion and improvements in_ local 
steam-electric generating station, including 
installation of additional equipment for 
increased capacity. Award has been made 
for high-pressure boiler unit, with capacity 
of 300,000 pounds of steam per hour, and 
contracts for other required equipment vill 
be placed soon. Actual construction js 
scheduled to begin early next spring. Cost 
estimated close to $900,000. Company als 
plans extensions in transmission and dis. 
tributing lines. 


Ventura, Catir.—City Council has plans 
under way for new municipal electric 
power plant, including distributing system, 
Cost estimated about $1,200,000. Bond is. 
sue in that amount will be voted at forth. 
coming general election, November 7, 


Paterson, N. J.—Wright Aeronautical 
Corp., 132 Beckwith Avenue, plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, regu- 
lators, conveyors, electric hoists and other 
equipment in new one-story addition to 
aircraft engine-manufacturing plant, total: 
ing about 300,000 sq.ft. of additional floor 
space. Work is scheduled to begin soon, 
Cost reported close to $1,000,000. 


Brooktyn, N. Y.—Signal Corps Pro- 
curement District, Army Base, Fifty-eighth 
Street and First Avenue, receives bids u- 
til November 3 for 1,000 mast bases and 
10,850 mast sections, quantity of porcelain 
insulators, connector cords, washers and 
accessory equipment (Circular 112); a 
same time, for three motor-generator units 
recorder control boxes, capacitor analyz 
and other supplies (Circular 108); als, 
until November 10, for quantity of con 
nector units, time interval apparatus, time 
interval signals, etc. (Circular 116). 


St. GENEvIEVE, Mo.—Missouri Gener 
Utilities Co. plans extensions in primary 
and secondary lines for expansion in rurd 
electric system, totaling about 50 miles 
with power substation and service facili 
ties. Fund of $48,500 has been arranged 
for work. 


Ocpen, Utan—City Council has plans 
maturing for new steam-electric municipal 
power plant, including electrical distribu 
tion system and street-lighting system. Cos 
estimated about $3,000,000. Bond issue 
that amount will be voted at general ele 
tion, November 7. 


RicumMonp, Va.—Board of Public Work 
has approved plans for new power subst 
tion on Second Street, near Broad Stret 
and will begin work soon. Edward i 
Sinnott, 112 East Cary Street, is architec 


East Hartrorp, Conn.—United Aireral 
Corp. plans installation of motors 4 
controls, regulators, conveyors, elect 
hoists and other equipment in new 4ad@ 
tion to local plant of Pratt & Whitt 
Division, manufacturer of airplane engit® 
and parts, totaling about 275,000 squat 
feet of floor space. Project will be pla 
under way at early date. Cost reporltt 
over $1,000,000. 


Brooxtyn, Towa—City Council 
plans under way for new municipal eled 
power plant and will take bids for ¢ 
ment in near future. Bond issue 0 
000 was authorized at recent special & 
tion. F. J. Gates, Mayor, is in charge 
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